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Tenants’ association formed! 
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Ghetto to organize 
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Cold water flats like this are one of the reasons why a McGill 
Ghetto tenant’s association Is being organized. Bathe with a 
friend I 

TAs win guidelines 



by Peter D. Findlay 

The Faculty of Arts has 
established new guidelines 
clarifying the hiring and 
renewal procedures for Its 
teaching assistants, following 
two and a half years of debate. 

The new hiring guidelines 
will take into account the 
financial status of graduate 
students eligible for positions 
as teaching assistants, as well 
as their academic records. 
Renewal procedures will be. 
based on an evaluation of their 
academic standing and the 
performance of their duties as 
teaching assistants. 

Prior to the establishment of 
the new guidelines each 
department in the Arts Faculty 
set its own employment 
procedures. 

"Given that hardly anything 
existed before, anything Is an 
improvement,” said McGill 
Teaching Assistants' 
Association (MTAA) past- 
president Roger Levy. 

The new procedures will 
require a written statement 
from the department on request 
explaining refusals to hire or 
renew applicants. 

According to Levy, the goal 
of the MTAA Is to set up the 
same type of employment 
guidelines for the , other 
faculties across campus. 

"At the present time we're 
particularly strong in the Arts 
Faculty, but I think that's 
changing. What we're working 
for is to get this type of 
agreement applied throughout 
the various faculties in the 
University,” he said. 

One of the major ac- 
complishments that Levy feels 
the new guidelines have 
achieved is the guarantee of 
renewed employment based on 
the performance and financial 
need of teaching àssistants, 
rather than on the needs of the 



department's undergraduate 
program. 

“We wanted a guarantee that 
a teaching assistant who has 
already taught can’t be 
dismissed because he or she 
doesn't fit into the plans of the 
department after a year's 
work," said Levy. 

The guidelines, which were 
established in August of this 
year, are based on the report of 
the Faculty of Arts' Committee 
on Teaching Assistants. 
University officials were 
unavailable for comment. 



by Eileen Wong 

High rents and a variety of 
other student housing 
problems have prompted the 
Students’ Society to create a 
Student Tenants Association 
under the auspices of External 
Affairs. 

According to co-ordinators 
Carina Umali and Carolyn Baer, 
"the association will act as a 
public interest group serving 
the students living the Ghetto 
area, as well as other members 
of the McGill community.” 

Umali listed two basic 
purposes of the tenants group. 

"One Is to act as a research 
and informational outlet for 
student tenants," she said. 
"And two, to act as a political 
force on campus, lobbying for 
tenant rights and'to encourage 
people to form tenant blocs or 
associations • Inn their own 
buildings.” 

Umali says the groups will 
bbe working closely with the 
NOG Tenants Association, the 
St. Louis Tenants Association, 
McGill Legal Aid andother 
public Interest groups In the 
Montreal area. 

The Tenants Association will 
operate with a budget of $390 
allotted them from the $3,000 
external affairs budget. 

Most of the funds will 
finance a housing survey in the 
McGill ghetto, Baer said. The 
survey will be done in 
collaboration with the McGill 
Public Interest Research Group 
(McPIRG). According to Mc- 
PIRG research spokesman 



Harold Koblln, the survey is 
designed to investigate the 
housing conditions In the 
ghetto. . 

"Things such as rents, 
conditions of dwellings and the 
problem ■ of so-called 
'slumlords’ will be examined In 
great detail," said Koblln. 

Baer views the survey project 
as a launching pad for the 
tenants association. From their 
findings, the group hopes to be 
able to suggest improvements 
and/or actions for the ghetto 
students to follow. 

Both McPIRG and the 
tenants association 
representatives agree that their 
greatest goal Is to make 
students aware of their rights. 



"Thirty per cent of the cases 
Legal Aid deals with are 
student tenants cases,” 
pointed out Umali, "therefore. It 
was deemed necessary In our 
eyes to establish such a group 
to provide student tenants with 
certain services taht Legal Aid 
could not perform, such as 
acting as a lobbying group." 

Umali added, "We com- 
plement each other." 

As part of their public 
education program, the tenants 
group will be holding their first 
general meeting today in the 
Union building. Represen 
tatives of the association and 
Legal Aid lawyers have been, 
invited to speak on tenants' 
rights. 



Labour Court suit: 

MFU to proceed 



by Richard Gold 

The McGill Faculty Union 
(MFU) is expected to reach a 
decision next week on whether 
to continue Its court case 
against the university for Labor 
Code violations. 

The MFU contends that the 
university and the McGill 
Association of University 
Teachers (MAUT) have at- 
tempted to "discourage a 
legally constitutional union at' 
McGill University.” 

Although the MFU lost its 
decision against the MAUT in 



Foreign students^ voice fades 



by Sharon Preston 

Once a powerful voice for 
foreign students, the In- 
ternational Students’ Society 
(ISA) has, according to one 
member, become ''non- 
existent." 

The ISA Is an umbrella group 
of 10 to 15 foreign student 
societies at McGill. Its purpose 
is to help coordinate programs 
of the member clubs and to 
promote the "establishment of 
an International House at 
McGill.’! 

This year’s budget has been 
cut by almost 40 per cent. 
Students’ Society VP Internal 
Affairs Keith Hennessy said the 
reason for the cutback was 
partially due to the "un- 
productive role" of last year’s 
ISA. 

Earle Taylor, Students’ 
Society Program Director, 
noted that the "ISA has been 
steadily declining for the last 
four to five years." 

On issues such as fee hikes, 
he explained, the ISA had 
strong student committees 
during the early '70s, whereas 



the ISA did not play as 
prominent role In last year's 
campaign against differential 
fees. 

One of the reasons Taylor 
cited for the decline is that 
member clubs do not have to 
get their budgets approved by 
the ISA, leaving the group with 
"no real authority.” 

Taylor believes the ISA will 
continue to exist only if the 
"national clubs want an um- 
brella group.” 

"If it’s revived and given 
some teeth. It will survive," he 
said, "If not. It’s unlikely it will 
still exist." 

Member clubs agree that 
they are not dependent on the 
ISA. Caribbean Students' 
Society President Tracey 
Melhado said that her club had 
"not much to do with them" 
and that she wouldn't "come to 
them for anything." 

Ukranlan Students’ Society 
President Markiam Dzerowycz 
stated that although the ISA 
does “provide a service for 
student organizations,” his I 



club is only dependent on them 
"financially to a degree." 

Last year’s ISA president 
Angélique Wilkie blamed ISA's 
performance and several 
problems. 

"It has ^ lot to do with the 
constitution which needs 
revamping," she said. "As well, 
the Students’ Society needs to 
review the ISA." 

Wilkie explained that she 
took the job as president her 
first year at McGill because 
"nobody wanted it." She ex- 
pected "a little more support” 
from the clubs because of her 
limitations as a U1 student but 
said It made no difference. 

She added, "The Individual 
clubs don't need us. Their 
money comes straight from the 
Students' Society." 

The future of the ISA remains 
uncertain as they have been 
nno elections for this year’s 
executive. 

"All I know Is that I'm not 
running this organization," said 
Wilkie. "I’m sick of trying. I’ve 
had it." 



court, the judge advised that 
both groups meet to work out 
an agreement. He also noted 
that the MFU could only pursue 
cases against Individuals since 
the MAUT Is not a legal 
association. 

The Union is awaiting a 
response from the ad< 
ministration after lawyers from 
both sides met to discuss the 
implications of the trial. “We 
hope the administration and 
the MAUT will renounce the 
behaviour that the judge notes 
in the context of possible penal 
violations of the Labour Code," 
said Professor Sid Ingerman, of 
theMFb. 

The labor court decision 
confirmed on issue after Issue 
what the MFU has been saying 
these many years about the 
attempts by the MAUT and 
the university to discourage a 
legally constitutional (faculty) 
union at McGill University," 
Ingerman said. 

"There has been an informal 
meeting between represen- 
tatives of the MAUT and MFU 
to explain the willingness of 
both groups to accept Judge 
Salnt-Armand's advice to meet 
and reach agreement on a 
protocol which would eliminate 
all grey areas in the advertising 
of their respective goals and 
objectives, so that the freedom 
of association of professors be 
fully recognized." A formal 
response from the MAUT's 
Council is also expected on 
this Issue In the next few 
days,” said Ingerman. 

The MAUT has rejected 
negotiations with the MFU and 
the informal meeting is 
evidently the first conciliatory 
gesture by the association. The 
MAUT could not be reached for 
comment on the substance of 
the talks or whether they had 
changed their stance on the 
Issue. 
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The McGill Dally 



Friday, September 18, 1981 



Armenian Students 
Association 



GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY 



Today, September 18lh at 4:30 p.m. 
Room 425 in the Student Union Buiiding 
(3480 McTavish.) 



*We're having a Iriendiy get-together 
where we wish to discuss matters con- 
cerning the association and the activities 
that we'll be bringing you. 

*We hope to see you all there. 



brothers of m 

DELTA UPSILON 

present a 

ladies night 

PARTY 



Everyone invited ! 

This SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19 
at 9pm 

complimentary 

(FREE) 

cocktails 
. for women 

f| from q-12. 

n - w 

*1 “It 



522 Pine ave 



LENDO RESTAURANT 



BREAKFAST SPECIALS 
2 eggs, toast, coffee $1.10 
Bacon, eggs, toast & coffee $1.50 



DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

A La Carte: 

•SPAGHETTI $2.65 
•CLUB SANDWICH $3.30 
• HOT SANDWICH $2.95 
•CHEESEBURGERS $1.50 



McGILL 

SWEATSHIRTS 



JACKETS 



Nylon & Leather 
Custom Lettering available 



PEEL CYCLE 
CENTRE 

1832 Sle-Catherine West 
937-2896 (Metro Guy) 



Classified 



Adt may ba placed through the Dally Ad 
offlca, Room B17, Sludant Union 
Building, 9 a.m.-S p.m. 

Meant aludania: $ZO0 par day. For 3 
daya, S1.7S par day; mora than 3 daya, 
tIAOparday. 

McGill Faculty and alall: $3.00 par day. 
All othara: $3.50 par day. 

Tha Dally rasarvaa tha right not to print a 
claailllad ad. 



341 — APT„ ROOMS, HOUSINQ 



Wanted roommate to share large 6 V2 
duplex, own room, use of common living 
areas. Eastern N.O.G., very naar metro 
$35./wk. Graduate student preferred. Call 
George 489-5101 days. 



Beautiful ranovated studio apts at 4601 
Park Avenue near Mount Royal. Rent 
$235.00 a month. Information call 288- 
0873 



Graduating from the ghetto? Sunny, 
spacious, newly renovated 4 1/2 upper 
duplex. Two balconies, completely 
furnished, on a quiet street, flvo minute 
walk from McGill Campus In Park/St. 
Urbain area. To share with research 
technician. Storage area for excess 
furniture $175.00 per month. Work 392- 
5764 Home 849-0932 



Urgant sublet by Oct. 1 Beautiful heated 
1 1/2 In great location on St. Denis near 
Sherbrooke. Quiet, close to metro, 
shopping, nighlllle, elc. Small but 
comlortable, and only 20 mins, from 
McGill. Unlimited privacy $130.00/mo. 
Call 2B6-9923 anytime. 



Seeking asrioua student to share house 
with lour other students. Graduate 
student preferred. Large semi-detached 
house conveniently situated. Rent 
negotiable. Call 489-6297 or 487-7506 in 
tha evenings. 



350 - JOBS 



Auloa available — Toronto, Western 
Canada, Maritimes, Florida — Montreal 
Driveway — 4036 St Catherine W. 
(comer Atwater) 937-2816. 



Make money part time, working your own 
schedule, and learn about cosmetics. 
For more Information call 637-6522 



352 — HELP WANTED 



Babyaittar wanted. Mon-Thurs, 3-7 p.m. 
Snowdon area. Please call 341-6678. 



354 — TYPING SERVICES 



Experienced typlal: term papers, 
assignments, lactums, theses. 
Reasonable rates. 4816995, 481-1593. 



361 - ARTICLES FOR SALE 



Have a small room- buy a loltl (Bed 6' up) 
Strong, sturdy wood- negotiate price. 
Call Lori alter 7:30 pm. 392-5914 



For sale: two (2) double size mattresses 
In good condition. Asking $25.00 (or both 
or $15 if bought singly. Call Bona at 843- 
6719 



Sturdy wooden desk, $25.; comlortable 
armchair, $25.; padded bench $15.; 
Boaulilul wooden double bed, $75. 489- 
7122 



STANDARD LIFE BLDG. 

1245 SHERBROOKE W. (corner Mountain) 

844-8090 DAILY 7 AM • 
4 PM 



367 -CARS FOR SALE 



Volvo 144, 73, great condition, 67,000 
miles, no rust, AM-FM cassette, price to 
be discussed 462-3893 aller. 5:00 PM and 
weekends 



372- LOST AND FOUND 



Loab yellow canvas handbag and 
contents. Durocher St. on Thursday 
night. Please call 2866027. 



Lost one' pair ol ' prescription eye 
glasses In McGill ghetto area. Please 
call 2866417 



Lott Black folding wallat* containing 
Important cards. McGill ID card within, 
no. 6116319. Please call 2886761 if 
found. Roward. 



374 — PERSONAL 



Rif: I need my refrigeratorl Please call my 
friend Maty at 284-2613 -as .soon as 
possible. I'm leaving Montréal this week. 



Are you tired of being called artsie? 
Would you like to draw a diagram of a 
typical prof — Ing engineer? Can you 
drink 4 beer In an hour? Did you approve 
ol an artale showing up the whole PPO at 
the last football game? Are you a 
wasteproduci? Do you realize PPO 
stands (or Prof-pleasing orifices? Are 
you tired ol winning “Its your beer" and- 
not getting an award because you're not 
an engineer? If the answer to any of the 
above Is yes, you may want to join the 
Arts and Science Defence League 
(ASOL). Lets get organized (or the next 
football game. Phono 9316139 lor more 
Inlo. P.S. no engineers need apply. 



383 - LESSONS OFFERED 



Plano leitont — all levels, all ages. 
Taught by Mr. Alan Fraser, B.Mus., 
"dedicated to the art of toaching." 
Reasonable rates. 845-5993. 



Free Introductory gullerleaaon: continue 
at low negotiable rales. Various styles 
and techniques. Fingerpicking, flat- 
picking and strumming. Call Sleven, 
mornings belore 10 am or evenings 273- 
0812. 



Plano leseoni: qualilled teacher, B. Mus. 
McGill, grade ID Royal Conservatory 
Toronto. Classical, popular, all levels. 
Adult, beginners welcome. 468-5122. 



385— NOTICES 



Japanese student society's (Irst party 
Sal. Sept. 19 at 6:30. Anyone Interested 
call Hare 8494384 orShlralwa 286-1427 



The holiday season Is with us and we're 
willing to share It at the Lamda Chi Alpha 
2nd annual X-mas party 9:00 PM Friday 
Sept. 18. 3505 Peel (near Dr. Penlleld or 
watch (or the reindeer) 



All science ehidenit who signed up with 
the A.S.U.S. at registration lo become 
members ol the Faculty Committees, 
please resubmit your names and 
telephone numbers at the A.S.U.S. office 
In B-22 of the Union. Sorry bul your 
names were lost in the shuffle. 



Now open at la Cité. Used fur coats and 
hats, jackets from $99.00. Fourmres 
Magder Furs Inc. 3575 Ave. du Parc 
(Promenade la Cité no. 5507) 842-5443. 



Qirige-houta — sale — today until 
Sept. 20th, 11 am (o 8 pm. Furniluro, 
clothes, household, 78 RPM classical 
records, books - texts - raleronce. 3657 
Aylmer SI. 



Are you looking for a lun lined ox- 
perlenco? Are you 16-20 yrs. old and 
looking to meet new. Interesting people? 
Are you looking lor a way to meet your 
French counterparts and practise your 
French? The the Montreal Mosaic 
Program Is just lor you. Please' call 282- 
0511 or 282-0987 between 9 & 5 lor more 
Inlormatlon. 



387 - VOLUNTEERS 



Mutt tell lots ol excellent condilion 
ladies clothing size 8-10, girls size 66, 
boys/men's suits, shirts, also assorted 
shoes boots, lamps, desk, household 
stuff. Our loss — your gain. All priced 
ridiculously low — to got Call anytime 
except Friday alter 7:00 pm and all day 
Saturday. 



385 -WANTED TO BUY 



Wanted desperately- Applied Statistics 
by Noter, Wasserman and Whitmore, and 
tha solutions manual (II possible). Price 
Is no object Heather 453-1065 alter 6 
p.m. 



Textbook wanted — Inlroducllon ■ to 
abnormal psychology Prof. Plhl for 204- 
337 course. Call Céline 667-7349 



Anyone Interested In spending a couple 
of hours a wpek visiting patients In the 
' Montreal Neurological Hospital please 
come to a general meeting on Fri., Sept. 
18 at 3 p.m. In the 1st Moor amphitheatre 
ol the MNH, 3801 University, above Pine. 
For more Information call Jay 2866965 or 
Slu 286-1707. 



Translatoiti) needed lor Salvapresse 
(news service from El Salvador) 26 hours 
a week, French to English. Volunteer 
work. Call Carlos at 7354561 ext. 46. 



The Fertility Centre, Royal Victoria 
Hospital, Is screening men who wish to 
participate in Its A.I.D. (artillclal In- 
semination by donor) senrice. II you are a 
potential donor and wish to benelit from 
the stipend, please call 842-1231, local 
660. 



392 — PARKING 



Parking. First come. Ilrst served. Out- 
door parking 5 minutes from campus 
available lor small car. Thirty dollars 
($30.00) monthly. Call 849-1080 early am 
- or evenings. 



Second cUi* mall rtgltltallon pending 



Erratum 

Yesterday's article on the MSEA quoted a person Identified as 
"Catherine Gerald, from the (McGill) public relations office” in 
relation td the MSEA's room in the Bronfman building. 

' As fate would have it, "Catherine Gerald’’ was not In fact a 
full-time PR employee and had no authority to make statements 
regarding Bronfman room allocations. 

The Dally regrets the error. 



McGILL STUDENTS’ SOCIETY 



J€/iriÇ &MÇHIOMWLG 



Sept. 21-25 room 107-108 STUDENT UNION BLDG. 
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Æ FUTONS j 

Japanese mattresses t 

single $100.00 double $120.00 î 
FUTON COVERS Custom made J 



I RECOVERING Estimates given on quilt recoverings ^ 



>tase2 



Business hours f 

Mon. -Wed. f 

noon<6 i 

Saturday ^ 

10-5 Î 



1946 St. Catherine W. 



(2 blocks east ol Foium) 



933-081 7Î 
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THE DEPT. OF ED. IN THE ARTS 



1 



McGILL FACULTY OF EDUCATION 
DANCE STUDIO 



Announces 



DANCE FOR CHILDREN 



Starting Sept. 26th, 1981 for a 30-week session. Classes will 
be on Saturday mornings. 

Pre-Ballet for 6 aiid 7-year-olds 

Beg. Ballet for 8, 9 and 10-year-olds 

Beg. Ballet for 1 1, 12, 13 and 14-year-olds 

Place: McGill Dance Studio, 372 St. Catherine W. Suite 234 

Gall: 392-8855 or 861 -8667 

Dr. George Mager Limited registration 



A Call: 

It 
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Actilities night not bad at all 



by DeanStarKman 

Despite early fears of apathy 
and Indifference, McGill Ac- 
tivities Night proved by most 
accounts to be a successful 
affair. 

Turnout was heavy Wed- 
nesday night In the Union. 
Clubs reported “renewed ac- 
tivism" and a “spirit of par- 
ticipation" on the part of 
students, in contrast to recent 
years. 

Two days before the event, 
only 40 of the 100 McGill clubs, 
organizations and services had 
signed up to take part in the 
evening, according to the 
Chairperson of the Prografn 
Board, Adrienne Jones. 

“1 hope it’s not apathy," she 
said. “We tried to contact as 
many people as possible over 
the summer, but the mall strike 
hurt us." 

As it turned out, over 75 of 
the clubs, from the Juggling 
Club to Amnesty International 
to the Fraternities, made an 
appearance. 

A carnival-like atmosphere 
reigned during the event, which 
featured roving bands, a 
Scottish piper, acrobatic 
jugglers, and others. 

Apparently particularly 
successful were the busjness- 
oriented clubs such as the 
Advertising club, the McGill 
Investment Association (MIA) 
and the International 
Association for Students of 
Economics and Commerce, 
where apathy gives way to 
hard-nosed self-interest. 

“We are a different sort of 
club," said MIA President 
Ronnie Vinet. “This Is more of a 
profit venture." 

Political groups also 
reported considerable Interest, 
particularly In comparison to 
recent years at McGill. Some 
see the trend as one toward 
growing politicization at 
McGill. 

International Socialists 
member Neban Calder said he 
was “amazed by the response." 

“Last year was very slow 
comparatively," he said. “This 
year we're setting up a study 
group because of popular 
demand." 

Both he and the secretary for 
Montreal Project Plowshares, 
Nancy Soulsby, noted a 
possible changing political 
climate among students. 

"Maybe it’s a world-wide 
trend. People are more in- 
formed, the media Is producing 
a tremendous amount of In- 
formation and people have an 
attitude of ‘maybe we can do 
something.’ ’’ 



The Amnesty International 
table In the ballroom was very 
busy, as crowds flocked to the 
high-profile organization. 

There was even room -for 
some uncomplicated, apolitical 
good times and school spirit. 
The Red and White Revue 
anticipates another big 
response this year from 
students, as It has had every 
year since being revived in 
1978. According Professor 
William Pugsley, the guiding 
hand behind the show, this is in 
(narked contrast to the mid- 
seventies when another at- 
tempt at revival was aborted 



because, he said, “people were 
just not Interested.” 

The organizations that do not 
seem to be experiencing a rise, 
in participation are religious' 
groups and services, which 
retain a steady but not spec- 
tacularly large following. 

. Ronnie Fine of the Jewish 
Students Center (Chabad 
House) Is disappointed by what 
he sees as student apathy. 

“I feel it terribly here. People 
very ’Jewish’ here, but their 
Judaism Is very shallow. They 
are complacent and happy, but 
they are in a slumber. We want 
to wake them up." 



CEGEP bookstores hit 



Montreal (CUP) — Be warned: 
bookstores are becoming high- 
crime areas. 

South Shore St. Lambert 
police recently apprehendèd 
two suspects in connection 
witht he armed robbery of the 
Champlain College bookstore. 
An estimated $24,000 was 
stolen, according to Sergeant 
detective J. Lambert. 

Two men, both wearing ski 
masks and one carrying a gun, 
walked Into the CEGEP 
bookstore September 2. Hay 
Harris, a Champlain College 
employee, was the only person 
present. 

“They demanded that Harris 
give them the money, but she 
replied that it had been 
deposited earlier,” the 
Champlain Bugle, the college’s 
student newspaper, reported. 

“They said they knew she 
was lying, took her to the safe 
and told her to open it. Harris ... 
said she did not know the 
combination. (One of the 
robbers) held up the rifle, 
cocked It and pointed it at her, 
forcing the terrified Harris to 
open the safe. 

"While the men were 
preoccupied with the safe, 
Harris escaped Into the halls 
screaming 'robbery.' The 
robbers then escaped through 
a side entrance (and drove 
away) in a light-colored 
firebird." 

This week St. Lambert police 
arrested two suspects, one a 
juvenile. They are expected to 
appear In court next week. 

Meanwhile, the ad- 
ministration at Dawson College 
admitted this week that it is no 
closer to solving the 
mysterious and unaccountable 
loss of $64,000 by the college 
bookstore during the 1979-80 
fiscal year. 



At a meeting of the Board of 
Governors on September 14, 
John Tlbblts, Dawson’s 
Director of Personnel reported 
that an Internal investigation 
had revealed nothing of sub- 
stance, although he did reveal 
that there was no evidence of 
fraud. 

When the loss was first made 
public at a Board meeting last 
year. It was blamed on a “total 
lack of control over the 
bookstore." 

Despite this, the Board 
passed a proposal that an 
outside Investigation be 
dropped because of Inadequate 
documentation, even after 
protests from several Board 
members. One Board member, 
Peter. Deslaurlers, said, 
“There’s something not right 
when $80,000 goes out the 
window and nobody seems 
responsible for It." 

- Bookstore manager Jack 
Silver denied that an Increase 
was planned In the prices of 
either books or supplies as 
result of the loss. The money, 
he. said, would be recovered 
gradually over the years, an no 
price Increases were planned. 

A surprising statistic 
emerged at the September 14 
meeting, when it was revealed 
that the bookstore had 
rebounded from it’s disastrous 
year and turned in a $69,000 
profit last year. 

Said one sceptical Board 
member later, “This makes It 
even more difficult to believe 
(that there was no fraud In- 
volved)." 

Student government Om- 
budsman was particularly 
incensed by the report. “I feel It 
was an expensive lesson, and I 
think It should be Investigated 
rather than shelved for the sake 
of expediency." 




YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS IT! 



GASTRONOMICAL 

GORGE-OUT 

Looking for a way to get out of the 
kitchen on Saturdays? 



Weil, the Newman Centre will do the cooking for you 
at the nominal cost of $2.00 per person., 



It’s a great way to relax after a day in the library or 
to start off an evening on the town. 

Dinner is served at 6:30pm every Saturday. 




McCUt Ntwman Cattn 
34i4 Peel Strttl 
393-6731 



THE BEST OF MEXICAN FOOD AND DRINK 




TATOU 3519, Soul. Si^aumnl.Atentttel HJX2I6 Ul.i 843.5570 

•PRESENT THIS AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT 



a V Why Wait for December to 

Celebrate Christmas?!! ^ 

LAMBDA CHI ALPHAS 
Secontj Annual 
CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER 
■ PARTY 

8 

Come see Santa at: Today, Sept. 18 

3505 Peel (near Dr. Penfleld) 9:00 P.M. 




RESTAURANT 




ETHIOPIEN 

CANADA’S ONLY ETHIOPIAN RESTAURANT 

Authentic Ethiopian Cuisine 

and African Specialties 

Tasty & Well-Seasoned 

• Licensed 

3440 Durocher 
between Sherbooke 
& Milton' 

10% off to McGill students 
Daily 11 a.m. • midnight 




THE MONTREAL ELGAR CHOIR 

AUDITIONS; SEPTEMBER 1-22 

Your chance to sing the world's great choral works with one of 
Montreal’s finest choirs. For 1981-82 season: Handel’s “Israel in 
Egypt’’. 197900: Handel’s "Messiah." 198001: Haydn’s 

“Creation." 

For further information or an appointment 
call: 8420583, weekdays 9-5 






JEWISH 





LIVING. . . 



mODERN SCIENTIFIC WORLD 



•y t •••, 



SHABBATON: ^ 






4 -iH '"MATURING A LEADING 

^ RESEARCH SCIENTIST 

* — m, ’ 

FRIDAY EVE SEPTEMBER 18 AND ALL DAY SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19 

^ AT CHRBRD HOUSE - 3429 PEEL ST. 

CRU 042-4416 FOftlNKXtmFmON AND RESUiVnnONS 
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A reputation built by word of mouth 






/ n h 

jj . ^ 



DANCE HAU-„ 

nOPtCAL POOL DOWNSTAIBS 



CUWÜ drcis;)cAna Allowed 



DATE' SEPT 19,81 AT BOO P.M. 

PLACE: HOTEL MERIDIEN 
CRANDSALON*C> 
ST.CATHEHINE 

(corner Jcjouw ftywr} 

price: S3S0 



tickets available at HUiel. 3460 Stanley 

a>t«i M r s 4byHILLEIo 



Today 



Friday, Sept. 18. 1981 ■ 

McGill Inlariratemlly Council 

Presents: lunches, soccer games and 
happy hours lor male students! Lunches 
(12-2): Lamda Chi’s 3505 Peel St. Du's 
522 Pine Ave. (Della Upsilon). Soccer (2- 
5): Lower Campus. Happy Hours (5-7); 
Sigma Chi 3581 University St. 281-9021, 
Phi Della Theka 3647 University SI. 286- 
1777. Join the lent 
Radio McGill 

Presents “Rock Against Everything", 
a concert featuring three bands and lots 
of cheap beer. This once-in-a-llletime 
event will be hold in the Union Ballroom 
Friday night starting at 9:00 p.m. Ad- 
mission Is absolutely free. Bo there! 
Armenian Students’ Association 

Is having a general mooting today in 
the Union Building (3480 McTavIsh) In 
room 425 at 4:30 PM. All Welcome. 



McGill Contemporary Dance Workshop 
ts holding Its 1st. general 'meeting 
today, 4 PM, In the Dance Studio (Currie 
Gym). Wo’ro looking (or now members! 
Call 488-7407 it you can't make the 
meeting, but would like to join. 
Papormaking Workshop 
Recycle junk mall into beautiful 
sheets of paper. Simple, fascinating and 
creative. Saturdays tO A.M. till 3 P.M. For 
registration or further information 481- 
2826. 

CreatIveAggresslon 
For Women. Saturday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Learn to express your naturat 
aggression In order to attain your fullest 
potential. For registration or further 
information 481-2826. 

Shabbaton Spacial: 

-A leading Academic Research scientist 
will be joining us (or the Shabbat and 
leading us In lively discussion on Torah 
living In modern scientllic world. A 
traditional Shabbat meal, with singing, 
dancing, and I'chalms, is all (roe of 
charge! The Chabad House - Jewlshi 
Student Center, 3429 Peel SI., 842-6616,' 
invites you to join us tonight, 6:30 p.m.,' 
' and all day Saturday,. 



Seminar Tenants and the Law 
Sponsored by Legal Aid and the 
McGill Tenants Rights Group, Rm 
425M26, Union Bldg, at 1:30 p.m. 
Cycling day trip 

All those who would like to got out of 
Montreal for the day and see the 
surrounding Quebec countryside, how 
about a day trip on a bike? The McGill 
Outers Club will bo meeting at 10:00 
a.m., Saturday. Sept. 19, at the Roddick 
Gatos. Bring packed lunch and bicycle. 
Women's Union 

There will be a pro-demonstration pot 
luck supper this evening at the Women's 
Union drop-in-cenire (room 423 of the 
Student Union Building) at 5:30 this 
evening. After dinner wo will walk to 
Carrr) SI. Louis to participate in the 
“Take Back the Night" demonstration, a 
protest against the fact that women walk 
In fear when alone at night. Please join 
us for dinnor(just bring something to eat 
or drink) or meet us at the demonstration 
at 7:30 p.m. All women are welcome- 
summer Farewell 

California style. Disco and access to 
swimming pool. Saturday evening. Sept. 
19lh, 1981. Hotel Merldlon, Grand Salon 
••C" 

Price $3.50 Hlllol 845-9171 
Fret Parties 

Alpha Theta (Women's) tea, 2-5pm; 3425 
Stanley apt. 102 

Kappa Kappa Gamma (Women's) 
munch, 2-Spm; 3455 Stanley Stoet apt. 
209 

Lambda Chi (Men's) Xmas, 9pm; 3505 
Peel 

Sigma Chi (Men's) RAR, 10pm; 3581 
University 

The Dekes (Men's) TNT. Saturday; 3653 

University 

Debating Union 

New & Used Debaters - come and 
Improve your skills at our regular 
practice session today at 3:00 in Room 
310 ot the Union Building. 

Biology Parly 

Starting at 8:00 p.m. Place - Medical 
Annex. Admission - .75 with Toga $1.50 
without Toga. Drinks • .75 lor beer, $1.50 
lor liquor. 

McGill Free Circus 

First weekly mooting and juggling 
workshop. Everyone invited, no previous 
exposure needed. Topics lor discussion 
include: tactile juggling. Neo-prolithic 
jugglers, and strap-on juggling devices. 
Bring three round things. 4:00 p.m., 
Friday. Currie Gym. ’ 

Ordinary People 

The Academy Award winning' movie 
“Ordinary People" will be playing today 
at 12:00 (noon) in room 301, the Union 
Ballroom In the University Centre. The 
movie Is being presented by The In- 
stitute lor the Study of Alternatives to 
Violence. Admission Is free though 
voluntary contributions will be ac- 
cepted. 

CIrcta K 

First Circle K meeting tomorrow, 7:00 
p.m. Union rm. 107 - 108. Old and new 
Simulation Gamers Club 
Tne iirst meeting will be held In the 
Union building room 310 at 5:00 PM 
today. All members and those interested 
In Dungeons and Dragons and othef 
Simulation games are invited to attend. 
Centre 1er Northern Studies 
and Research Seminar Series. Dr. 
Mary Two-Axe Earley, Vice-President of 
the National Organization (or Indian 
Rights and Indian Women, speaking on 
Indian Rights lor Indian Women. 2:00 
p.m., Purvis Hall, Room 24, 1020 Pine 
Ave. West. 

CLIP THIS AD 

Let us prepare you 
for the October 3 

LSAT 

and the October 24 



G MAT 



* Each course consists of 20 
hours of Instruction for only 
$135.— Take bothior $200. 

Our courses are tax-deductible. 
'Complete review of each 

section of each test 

* Extensive home study 
materials. 

* Your course may be repeated 
at no additional charge 

Seminars for the October 3 LSAT 

September 23, 26, 27 

And for the October 24 QMAT 

October IS, 17, 18 

RAMADA INN ■ 1005 Guy Street 

To register call or write; 

QMAT/LSAT 

PREPARATION COURSE 
P.O.Box 597, Station ''A". 
Toronto, Ontario, M5W 1G7 
from Montreal dial “0" and ask 
for Zenith B6720 




IbyTakaneAizokI 



tempting to flick the ball back 
to thakeeper. 

The Cardinals made up for 
their mistake soon after with a 
goal of their own. Dominick 
Szambowski, with his long 
blond hair streaming, scored 
the winning marker for Platt- 
sburgh with less than a minute 
remaining in the game. 

Many Redmen players were 
disappointed with the outcome 
of the game. "I know it was 
only an exhibition game, but I 
still hate to lose," sighed 
midfielder Kapriel Armutiu. 

The Redmen hope to bounce 
back tommorow at 2:00 against 
Trois-Rivières. 



I Plattsburgh State tasted 
sweet revenge Wednesday 
(night at Molson Stadium as 
they outplayed the McGill 
Redmen 2-1 in an exhibition 
game. The visiting Cardinals 
had bowed to the Redmen 2-1 
last Saturday in the McGill 
Invitational Soccer Tour- 
nament. 

The first half was evenly 
played ending with the score 
tied at zero. The Redmen 
"scored" early in the second 
half when a Plattsburgh 
defenceman tapped the ball 
into his own net while at- 



Redmen 

battle 

Bishops 



by Paul Balfour 

Of all the activities most 
cherished by university 
students, beer drinking, 
homecoming games, and 
season-openers rank among 
the highest. Where else but at 
McGill can all these things be 
found at the same time in the 
same place? 

At Molson Stadium tomorrow 
afternoon at 2:00, the McGill 
Redmen will meet the Bishop’s 
Gaiters in a football match 
which will combine all three 
activities for one single price. 

Bruce Coulter, head coach of 
the Gaiters, is arguably the best 
football coach in Canada. The 
Gaiters favor an 
consisting of many 



r WE’RE NOT ^ 
^ EVEN TALKING 
ABOUT THE FUTURE 



We’re talking about right now. If 
you’ve chosen a course of studies 
which will enable you to become a 
k member of an association, our 
^ student' loan plan may be 
just for you. 



offence 
"tricky" 

plays that are the true thrill of 
football. 

“Offensively, they’re a big 
play team," says McGill’s 
defensive coach. Sonny Wolfe. 
"They’ll take advantage of 
mental mistakes and try to 
score from a long way out." 

The experienced Gaiter 
offence, with only one rookie, 
has been painstakingly 
prepared by Coutler. However, 
Bishop’s will have to contend 
with the Redman defence 
which has an equal number of 
returning starters. Anchored by 
All-Canadians Marc Joncas and 
Marc Lemery (who may or may 
not start due to an ankle injury), 
the defence gave up the third 
fewest points in the entire CIAU 
last year. 

McGill’s head coach Charlie 
Baillie has given quarterback 
Dean Gibson the nod to start 
tomorrow afternoon. Gibson, 
who completed 10 of 18 passes 
for 97 yards against Toronto 
last week, will work with 
slotback Rick Biewald who also 
shone against Toronto. Charlie 
Gress will be the workhorse at 
fullback annd Scott Bertschy 
and Bruce Mitchell will alter- 
nate at tight end. 

That kind of firepower will be 
hard for the Bishop’s defence 
to contain because, as coach 
Wolfe points out, the Gaiters 
have an inexperienced 
linebacking coprs. 



Except for interest, 
you don 't have to pay back 
a cent until your studies are 
completed. And if you do borrow! 
money, you’ll be doing so at a very 
special rate. It’s definitely worth thinking 
about. Make a point of dropping by the 
National Bank branch nearest you. 
You’ll not only find loan specialists, 
but student advisors who can give 
L you very sound financial advice. À 
^ Whatever your plans. • Æ 
let’s get working 
on them. 



NATIONAL 

BANK 

A better \Vay to bank 



Branch near your campus: 

355 Sherbrooke Street West 
Mr. L. Dussault, manager 
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"Tht beginning of wisdom Is lha definlllon of 
Isims" 

—Alind Konybtkl 



Plumbers* Pot 



On earning respect 

In the privacy of a bathroom stall the individual's imagination, 
taking mind of the setting, can plumb the depths of scatology and 
splash it in ink on a wall for alt to see. Sociologists refer to this 
form of self-expression as ephemera. Patrons of the art call it 
graffiti. At McGill we know It as the Plumber’s Pot (Pornography on 
Tap). 

Not much distinguishes Ihe producers of the Pot from bathroom 
and subway artists. Each group seeks to entertain the public in an 
outrageous way, each succeeds and, most crucial here, each 
shuns responsibility for its actions through pen names or self- 
irnposed anonymity. 

In the Pot of September 9, a comment signed by "Major 
Mouthful" Include an attack on gays, the Women’s Union and the 
antl-apartheld movement to the extent that the three groups 
threatened legal action. The text was offensive In the extreme. 
What happens when a bunch of self-described merry-makers who 
claim not to take their work seriously get Into some serious 
trouble? 

Thé events of this past week suggest that the Students’ Society 
executive committee has chosen not to call on the Pot to account. 

The executive’s power in the matter Is contained in Its ability to 
ban the Pot from distributing In the Union Building, and barring 
the Engineering Undergraduate Society (EUS) from the Union 
Ballroom for Its events. 

The "compromise” achieved by the parties concerned (the EUS, 
the Pot, Studsoc, Gay McGill, the Women’s Union and the South 
Africa Committee) Is a misdirected one: Gay McGill, Women’s 
Union and SAC may all pre-screen Pot Issues before they hit the 
stands and make suggested changes or deletions If they find the 
content to be offensive. The Pot is under no obligation to heed 
their wishes, but the three threaten legal proceedings If there Is a 
replay of last week’s issue. The hope is that a "spirit of 
cooperation’’ will be achieved. 

But If anything, this clumsily arranged "cooperative" will 
diminish even further the Pot’s reputation on campus. Why should 
the Pot continue if it is tainted. In the eyes of many by the in- 
fluence of a threesome known to be offended by almost every 
word and sentiment the Pot prints. This Is a cooperative the 
threesome should avoid; their real or Imagined self-image as the 
conscience of the Pot will diminish their stature as well. Fur- 
thermore, what gives these three groups more right than others to 
the power of prior restraint over Pot editorial content, conceded by 
the Pot and the executive? 

The executive bailed out In arranging the compromise — It has 
still not called on the Pot to account for the racist and sexist 
nature of Major Mouthful comment and all of the Pot’s editorial' 
content. It has Instead sent the Pot, as a displeased parent would 
with a child, off to sit in a corner and think about it. 

Clearly the Pot has much to think about, such as how to keep Its 
editorial freedom while ensuring that a simijar comment doesn’t 
happen again. More importantly it must assess its role as a 
newpaperon campus. The Pot has asked for acceptance, through 
the privilege of distribution, as a legitimate newspaper and it has 
been granted. 

All of this without published mention of an editorial policy, 
declaring respect for basic human rights, and with thé use of 
pseudonyms to hide identities and protect reputations. The Pot Is 
not accountable. 

Prior restraint imposed by outsiders and the threats of legal 
action won’t help the Pot understand Its role on campus. Despite 
itself, it’s safe to consider the Pot as a journalistic endeavor. One 
of the fundamental tools of the journalist is an Innate sense of 
prior restraint: the journalist is his or her own censor. Deciding 
when a story or phrase may be libelous or Injurious to Individuals 
Is the journalist’s and newspapers responsibility, not that of 
outsiders. The formulation and publication of an editorial with a 
non-sexist, non-racist credo would go a long way toward gaining 
the Pot more leeway from its new "Board of Directors." It’s really 
the only way. 

The Students’ Soclety executive shirked a responsibility when it 
failed to use its leverage to make the Pot account for its editorial 
content. The onus is on the Pot to trash the racist and sexist line. 

Graff iti doesn’t get much respect. 

The McGill Daily 




Women’s Union 
is (or ail women 
To the Dally: 

In their Spetember 17th letter 
to the Dally, Dan Macoosh and 
Grace Dube ask, "Is the 
present mandate of the 
Women’s Union to defend 
homosexuals?" (They express 
their opinion that it is not.) 

The Women’s Union 
represents ■ all women at 
McGill, In their wonderful 
diversity, and Is concerned 
with a wide variety of issues — 
any Issue, In fact, which is of 
importance to women. Thus the 
Women’s Union defends 
lesbians as it defends all 
women, and sees the rights of 
all homosexuals as enor- 
mously Important. 

We must be careful when 
responding to assertions, like 
tht made In the September 8th 
Issue of the Plumber's Pot, that 
all the active members of the 
Women’s Union are "dykes". It 
Is important that we not Im- 
plicitly accept the premise it Is 
wrong to be homosexual. As It 
is, our organization has both 
heterosexual and homosexual 
members, as any broadly 
representative organization 
should. While homosexuals are 
a minority in the Women’s 
Union, as In society, our Union 
embraces all of its members 
equally. 

The rights and freedom of 
homosexual women and men 
should concern everyone. 
Therefore, the defense of these 
rights is indeed an important 
part of the mandate of the 
McGill Women’s Union. 

Margaret Fulford 
Julie Zando 
Members of the 
Women’s Union executive. 



Letters 



The dumb should be mute 
To the Dally: 

I am writing In response to 
Daniel Acre’s letter, published 
September 17, which calls for 
the death sentence for con- 
victed I.R.A. terrorists. 

Mr. Acre states that he 
"resents the terminology used 
to describe the terrorists", and 
that because prison- fails to 
castrate them and divesf them 
of their beliefs, ‘they should be 
given a death sentence." 



Mr. Acre, your self-ordained 
view of the righteous order of 
life In Ireland disgusts me. Your 
audacity In publicly stating 
such an insensitive opinion 
clearly arises from being a 
privileged student in a 
politically tolerant nation. I do 
not recognize your right to 
arbitrarily judge and condemn 
men, who are so committed to 
a belief that they willingly 
starve themselves to death 
when denied all other avenues 



of protest regarding an in- 
tolerable political situation 
which has lasted through 
hundreds of years. Nor do I 
recognize your right ot absolve 
the British of blame. Any U2 
History student with a 
modicum of insight should be 
able to see that the “vast 
majority” you speak of was 
create;d artificially by judicious 
gerrymandering, and that the 
presence of British troops is a 
direct result of London’s desire 
to protect British economic 
interests and the status quo 
which Insures their prosperity. 

Mr. Acre, let me leave you 
with this advice-Silence is the 
best comment -in matters 
beyond your understanding. 
Why don’t you write about the 
POT instead? Your lack of 
insight and absence of com- 
passion for a people driven to 
murder after 800 years .of 
political bondage show you to 
be capable of nothing more. 

Michael O’Neil 
U2Arts 
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American media swallows Reagan*s line on El Salvador 



by Bill TIeleman 

On January 14 of 1981, 
during a typically hot day In 
Mexico City, Jon D. Classman 
received what would prove to 
be the most Important phone 
call In his career. 

The call set in motion a chain 
of events that would see the 
military intervention of the 
United States in El Salvador 
because of its claim the civil 
••■•>r In that country had 
become. In the words of a 
White Paper released In 
February by the Ronald Reagan 
administration, "progressively 
transformed into a textbook 
case of indirect armed 
aggression by communist 
powers." 

An uninquIring commercial 
press in North America would 
report the administration's 
White Paper charges as 
straight facts, without 
questioning their validity for 
four crucial montsh while U.S. 
military advisors and millions 
of dollars of lethal military aid 
poured into El Salvador to 
"counterbalance" alleged 
communist Intervention. Until 
June of 1981, when the Wall 
Street Journal and the 
Washington Post broke major 
stories detailing the White 
Paper’s "factual errors, 
misleading statements and 
unresolved ambiguities," as 
the Post put it, the Reagan 
administration was given 
uncritical support by the media 
in Its attempt to paint the in- 
digenous uprising by peasants, 
students, clergy, workers and 
others as a Soviet and Cuban 
; backed communist conspiracy. 

The discovery of allegedly 
[captured documents that 
‘‘prove’’ communist in- 
tervention in El Salvador, the 
release of the White Paper 
which relies on those 
documents, the manipulation 
of the press and the sub- 
sequent U.S. military in- 
tervention in aid of the ruling 
junta of El Salvador all fit 
neatly into a well established 
I pattern of actions designed to 
•promote U.S. corporate and 
political Interests. 

A call from State 

The phone call that signalled 
the start of a disinformation 
[campaign on El Salvador came 
to Jon Classman at Paseo de la 
Reforma 305 — the U.S. em- 
bassy in Mexico City. 
Classman, a 37-year-old career 
diplomat with a Ph.D. in Soviet 
studies, was deputy chief of 
the political section of the 
embassy, the most Important 
U.S. diplomatic and in- 
tellignece centre in Latin 
America. When Classman 
picked up the phone William 
Bowdler, then assistant 
secretary of state for Latin 
American affairs, was on the 
other end of the line in 
Washington. 

The State Department had a 
special assignment for 
Classman, Bowdler said. 
Because of a guerrilla of- 
fensive launched January 10, 
the Salvadoran armed forces of 
national police may have 
captured guerrilla documents, 
he explained, documents that 



might Indicate where the op- 
position forces were obtaining 
their weapons. In November 
1980, a number of documents 
had been captured in a raid on 
an art gallery owned by the 
brother of Shafik Mandai, 
secretary general of the 
Salvadoran Communist Party, 
and sent to Washington for 
analysis. Bowdler told 
Classman he was to go to El 
Salvador and find more 
evidence for Washington. 

Two days after the phone 
call Classman was on a plane 
flying into San Salvador, the 
capital city. From the airport he 
proceeded a few blocks past 
the Alameda Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, the street named 
after the American president 
who declared in 1933 a Cood 
Neighbor Policy of U.S. 
nonintervention in Latin 
American affairs, to number 
1230, 25 Avenida Norte, the sire 
of the guarded, bunkei-ilke 
American embassy.' 

Classman’s first trip outside 
the embassy walls was to the 
fortified office of Colonel Jose 
Culllermo Garcia, Minister of 
Defence and Public Security. 
Generally regarded as the most 
powerful figure in El Salvador, 
Garcia, a gracious man who 
keeps a Betamas video 
recorder In his office to tape 
political Interrogations, told 
Classman that all captured 
documents available had been 
delivered to the U.S. 

Despite the- colonel’s 
assurances Classman was 
unconvinced and continued his 
search, visiting the offices of 
the national guard, the treasury 
police and the national police 
— where he found just the 
proof of communist conspiracy 
he was looking for. 

"Fortunately for us, just a 
few days earlier, (the national 
police) had captured a 
Venezuelan correspondent 
who was bringing in money for 
the ERP (People’s 
Revolutionary Army — a 
guerrilla group) and by 
following him were able to 
capture the ERP propaganda 
commission as a whole, 
meeting In a house," Classman 
later explained. 

The house’s owner had been 
persuaded tb tell the police of 
other locations mentioned by 
the guerrillas. Behind a false 
wall in a San Salvador grocery 
store described by the house 
owner were found a mortar, 
some shells and documents 
belonging to a coalition of 
guerrilla groups. From this 
lucky find came 15 of the 19 
documents released by the U.S. 
government to substantiate its 
White Paper jwhen it was 
issued February 23. 

Encouraged by his easy 
success Classman asked the 
police for further searches and 
more guerrilla documents were 
turned up. Thus by late 
January, only days after 
arriving in El Salvador, Jon 
Classman had discovered 
conclusive proof that a “text- 
book case" of communist 
Interference was responsible 
for the country’s civil war. His 
assignment completed. 
Classman headed for 



Washington to begin writing up 
the White Paper and to accept 
promotion to the Department of 
State’s policy planning staff, a 
reward for his prompt and 
effective action In El Salvador,- 
Although Classman’s major 
work had been completed, the 
arrival of his documents in 
Washington only marked- the 
beginning of the State 
Department’s campaign to 
stampede the media into 
massively publicizing their 
assertion of communist In- 
tervention. On January 23, 
within a few days of the 
documents’ arrival In 
Washington, Cord Meyer, 



On February 20 de Onis, who 
works almost exclusively on 
State Department and Pen- 
tagon stories, was the recipient 
of another leak and fed the 
media in reporting that the yet 
to be released White Paper 
would call the situation In El 
Salvador a "textbook case" of 
communist aggression. 

With or without his 
knowledge, de Onis was being 
used by the U.S. government In 
Its disinformation campaign. 
By leaking the stories to de 
Onis, either directly or through 
a friendly Latin American 
country, the U.S, government 
achieved several key ob- 




columnlst for the Time 
magazine-owned Washington 
Star (qow defunct) had a big 
scoop. 

Meyer wrote that he had 
been shown "damning proof of 
Russia’s intervention in Central 
America. According to this 
record of how the Salvadoran 
communists successfully 
negotiated a series of arms 
deals with half a dozen com- 
munist states, the Soviets 
made the decision last June to 
step up the flow of arms to the 
guerrillas.”' 

Less than two weeks after 
Meyer’s article was published 
Washington freelance jour- 
nalist Juan de Onis was 
contacted by one of his better' 
places sources; would de Onis 
like to have leaked to him a 
preliminary draft of the 
documents to be released with 
the forthcoming White Paper 
on communist intervention in 
El Salvador? 

De Onis’ answer to that 
question appeared on the front 
page of the New York Times on 
February 6. In a story titled 
"Soviet-bloc nations said to 
pledge arms to Salvadore 
rebels" the freelancer wrote 
that the Soviets and Cubans 
agreed in 1980 to send tons of 
arms to the guerrillas. The 
evidence of the arms deal was 
in copies of the documents 
Classman had discovered in 
San Salvador and earlier 
documents, all "obtained” for 
the Times by the resourceful de 
Onis. 



jectives. After the February 6 
and 20 Times stories came out 
other media were forced to 
report on documents without 
ever examining them to verify 
their authenticity or validity. 
The Reagan administration 
was able to create a snowball 
effect, with each news agency 
afraid to hold back on the 
stories while others published 
them. And when the White 
Paper was finally released 
February 23 its contents, 
because of the leaks to Meyre, 
de Onis and others, were old 
news that did not receive the 
close scrutiny they otherwise 
might have got. ** 

The administration also 
successfully played the media 
by issuing strong statements 
condemning alleged com- 
munist Intervention before the 
White Paper was enven 
released. Afterwards the ad- 
ministration rhetoric in- 
tensified, further Intimidating 
the media from questioning or 
challenging the official line. 

A different story 
Had the media analyzed the 
documents released by the 
government to support the 
conclusions of the White Paper 
It could have seriously 
questioned the government’s 
whole handling of El Salvador. 

Perhaps most revealing were 
the admissions by Jon 
Classman to Journal reporter 
Jonathon Kwitny that parts of 
the White Paper are 
"misleading’’ and "over- 
embellished" and that there 
were “mistakes" and 



"guessing” by the government 
intelligence analysts who 
translated and explained the 
guerrilla documents, which 
were all In Spanish.. 

Some of the White Paper’s 
conclusions are simply not 
supported by any documentary 
evidence. A highly publicized 
claim that nearly 20 tons of 
arms had been sent to El 
Salvador through Cuba 'and 
Nicaragua Is not backed up by 
any evidence at all. Other arms 
shipment claims are based on 
extrapolation, not documen- 
tation. The White Paper says 
"contacts between Salvadoran 
Communist leaders and key 
officials of several Communist 
states. ..resulted in com- 

mittments to supply the In- 
surgents nearly 800 tons was 
never directly mentioned In any 
documents but was obtained 
by taking a figure of 130 tons 
said by one document to be in 
Nicaragua and multiplying it by 
six because another document 
said only one-sixth of the 
promised arms were in 
Nicaragua. 

The Journal poirits out that 
“THe only concrete evidence of 
Soviet aid delivered to the 
Salvadoran rebels reported in 
the 19 documents (released 
with the White Paper) was an 
airplane ticket from Moscow to 
Vietnam for one guerrilla, ' 
presumbly Mr. . Handa;. 
Whoever was writing , the 
documents complained 
frequently- that various 
countries, particularly the 
Soviet Union, were foot- 
dragging In procuring and 
.transporting arms." 

Robert White, U.S. am- 
bassador to El Salvador until 
he was fired In late January by 
Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig, says the White Paper is 
"bizarre, tendentious, tries to 
prove more than the evidence 
warrants." As for the captured 
documents secured by 
Classman, White remarks: 
"The only thing that ever made 
me think that these documents 
were genuine was that they 
proved so little. It was un- 
thinkable tht the documents on 
the Handal raid would have 
been sort of lying around the 
national police station for 
several weeks. It would have 
been normal procedure for the 
authorities of El Salvador to 
share with us any intellignece 
discovery that took place." 
Classman states that the CIA 
assured him neither it nor 
anyone else fabricated the 
documents. 

While the White Paper has 
yet to lead to, a national 
calamity In the United States, 
in El Salvador American- 
backed repression by the 
military has already killed more 
than 20,000 people and created 
a quarter of a million refugees 
In two years. The White Paper 
is the Reagan administration’s 
excuse to continue arming and 
advising the Salvadoran 
military, which Amnesty In- 
ternational and other human 
rights groups have said are 
responsible for most of the 
continuing murder, torture and 
repression. 
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